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POTENTATE’S
MESSAGE

Greetings

ssss
Ill. Sir. Chris Wanna & Lady Denise
Hello! I hope you are all staying well, safe and healthy through these uncertain and unprecedented times. It made
us, Lady Denise and I, so happy to see your faces over the Zoom meeting this meeting would not have been as
fun and exciting without your presence. Thank you for coming and squeezing in a little time to spend together
some quality time full of fun and fellowships.
Please join me in offering a warm welcome to our Imperial Potentate, Sir Jim Smith and First Lady Alice Smith.
Imperial Sir Jim Smith installation took place during the Special Session in Tampa, Florida. We wish him and
Lady Alice much success in their Imperial Year. As well we Congratulate one of our own Ill. Sir Jim Doel, highest
votes on his re-election for a third term as a trustee, we wish him all the best.
Our objective is to reach out to our Nobility and Ladies and keep in touch if you have not heard from us so far
please reach out to our membership committee and they will be more than happy to assist.
Ontario is now moving toward reopening most places
with a maximum gathering of 150 people. Social distancing is here to stay for much more time. It will
change our way of life, in some ways, forever. To win
against the corona-virus, we need to change the way
we live our lives, almost everything the way we work,
exercise, socialize, shop, manage our health, educate
our kids and take care of family members. The need
for new forms of communications and one of these
forms is Zoom virtual meeting. A special thank you
for all the nobles, Divans member that made this a reality, especially Noble Richards Loomes and Noble
Eric Owen. Please stay tune for the lunch of our New
Website long due as well our new eNewsletter
See you all at our next Zoom meeting
Please remember together We Stand.
Ill. Sir Chris Wanna Sr.
Potentate 2020
TUNIS SHRINERS

FIRST LADY’S
MESSAGE

,
The work that is done on behalf of Tunis Shriners in Ottawa helps to honour fun and fellowship while giving

back to our community and our Shriner Hospital to help our beloved kids. As you all know, the impact of
COVID-19 has stifled some of our contributions this year. Please know, that once this passes, we will come back
stronger than ever. While we can not control what life throws at us, we can control how we react after the fact. I
am excited for what is to come, and I have faith that we will rise again. In times of challenge, let us reflect on the
work that has been done in our incredible hospitals that are dedicated to caring for those truly in need. Always
remember our eternally relevant motto “no man stands so tall as when he stoops to help children.” I am forever
proud of the work that we do, and I look forward to seeing you all in person to celebrate our successes in the near
future.
God bless you all.
First Lady Denise Wanna
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SUPPORT FIRST LADY ALICE'S PROGRAM TODAY!
Make a donation and you'll receive a specially-designed
custom tie, bracelet bead, necklace or bow tie!
About the First Lady's Program — Rising Stars™
First Lady Alice Smith believes that giving our patients every possible
advantage and opportunity to achieve helps them to become Rising Stars,
and she is dedicated to strengthening their incredible spirits and abilities,
helping them to have full, satisfying and productive lives.
Please contact:
Merna Rippstein
mernamelody1@gmail.com
613-620-0470

CHIEF RABBAN
MESSAGE
We take so many things for granted in this world. Mother nature has given us

another challenge to deal with. Who would've thought that there would be something out there that we cannot see or touch that would stop the world and change
many lives. This has truly been a learning time for us all on how we face new
challenges like we have never seen before. As we try and comprehend all that is
going on around us, or not going on, we must look to the future and prepare for
better times.

Your Divan and most of your committees have still been working hard on your
behalf on zoom and other ways as best they can. I would like to thank the Clubs
and Units that still stayed in touch with one another on Zoom and for those who
helped out with assisting the front line workers.
As we look to the future, will our lives go back to normal the way they were before? I am afraid that normal as
we have known will be much different when this pandemic is over at least for some time. How long, is only a
guess at this time. So as we try to plan for next year as best we can here are some dates to put aside for next year:
we will again be hosting the NSA next August 26th to 29th 2021 in Gananoque, Mid-winter Meeting April 8th to
11th and Legion of Honour June 5th at the National War Memorial in Ottawa, there will be more to come on this
later.
As everything came to halt back in March, there has been very little fundraising of any kind from the Clubs and
Units; all the golf tournaments, everything has been cancelled this year. We still need to keep working on Membership. Your temple depends on this to stay alive.
We will be looking to fill some empty seats on the Divan next year so if you would like to get involved or know
someone that might like to try it please get a hold of one of us.
As we head into the fall hopefully things will get back to somewhat normal and we will get to see one another
again. Deb and I have missed you all.
Until then please stay safe.
YITF
Noble Lyle Cavanagh
Tunis Shinners 179

ASSISTANT RABBAN’S
MESSAGE
The events of 2020 have been something that no one in Shrinedom could have anticipated. With all the best laid plans set aside for the time being and foreseeable
future, I thought that this paper, sent to me by Brother Wayne Anderson is an appropriate message.
Social Distancing and its impact on our Fraternity

(By RW Bro Ken Meyer, Euclid Lodge No.158)

With the outbreak of the COVID-19 virus late last year in China few of us could

hardly imagine where we would be todayand the severity of the impact it has had
on us all. The whole world has changed with social distancing and how we go
about our daily lives. As we know now the world is going to be much different
going forward and like a new novel we don’t know where or what will happen next. It is unwritten history which
will unfold and change as we progress through this period of time. Our Fraternity is going to change in ways we
have yet to define and the impact of this virus for good or bad will write a new chapter for the annals of history.
It begs the question of “How will we as a Fraternity meet again”? Will things return to normal? Or are we about
to make a substantial change in meeting again given a new requirement for Social distancing?
One thing is for sure, social distancing has and will change the structure of our Fraternity forever. If anything, it’s
going to make us a stronger unified brotherhood as we move forward. This has forced us to think outside the box
and create “virtual lodge meetings” and keep us connected in ways that were unheard of just a decade ago. Our
“Outreach” committees are better connected to the brethren of our respective lodges, and for those that didn’t have
one those lodges will eventually be forced to create one. It is hoped that the brethren who have been contacted and
have indicated they should they require assistance of some form or another, we have helped them with that request. I have not heard of anyone asking for financial assistance, but I do hope that they know that we are there to
assist them should it be required.
For the time being, all activities within our craft have been halted. There are no more meetings, social events, degrees and this includes our Annual Convocation of Grand Lodge. Will this be the beginning of the end or the end
to a new beginning? Will this force our Grand Lodge to create a new beginning for our lodges, where social distancing is the new normal? How will this impact our lodges with initiations? Will Virtual tyled Lodges be a new
concept? It has already happened in the Province of Manitoba where a Lodge has been formed and is called Castle
Island Virtual Lodge No. 190 and they meet using Zoom. I am sure that here in the Grand Jurisdiction of the Grand
Lodge of British Colombia and Yukon our Grand Master and his Officers are discussing what our new future
could be, should this become the new normal.
Is this our future? Hopefully not, but we should be prepared for changes in order for us to move forward, as without progress we are doomed and this would be a sad ending to our fraternity after 300 years of freemasonry. Some
might say we just can’t do that because it would involve change. Change! Change! We can’t do that, because that’s
the way we’ve all done it before. Brethren, if we don’t adapt and change we will become another institution in the
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annals of history, and I for one don’t feel like becoming a member of another organization should one even exist
after the dust settles from the fallout of this pandemic.
This virus has reminded us of some of the basic tenets of our fraternity which is looking after our family, friends
and the brethren of our Lodges. The importance of family life and how this can strengthen our values of looking
after one another during times of need. It casts aside material items and egos, since his virus can bring anyone to
their knees and make the world stop in its tracks.
It also reminds us that some in society can become needless hoarders who become greedy and selfish and they
forget that the young, the weak and the old are overrun by their senseless acts of selfishness. Some panic and see
this as the end of the world which causes more harm than good and what we really need is for people to be calm,
to cooperate, share, and support one another. It is in these times of difficulty that brings out the true colours in ourselves and in our fraternity. If society sees and hears we have done a good deed, we will be rewarded by the wages
of a freemason.
And finally, if we as a fraternity are to advance without harming the principles and tenants of our brotherhood the
time we have to reflect, to learn and educate ourselves is now and it will give us a new meaning and understanding
in developing a different approach in meeting and overcoming this virus.
Nature is beautiful in all its glory, but she can also become the harbinger of famine, flood and pe stilence. It is a
cycle of life and reminds us that we are only human and our existence on this planet is but a blink of an eye in the
period of time. So, let us not forget the important teachings of our gentle craft and let’s work together to reunite
in a form we have yet to imagine.
Happy to meet, sorry to part, Happy to meet again
YITF,
Noble Richard Loomes,
Assistant Rabban

HIGH PRIEST & PROPHET’S
MESSAGE
First, let me take this opportunity to wish health and safety to you and your

families. The last few months have presented us with great challenges and upturned many of the plans we had for the year. However, it has also provided us
with opportunities. I have been pleased to see some of the clubs and units looking for alternative opportunities to gather, and leveraging virtual tools like
Zoom and similar platforms. I encourage these clubs and units to continue
doing so, and where possible I would be pleased to join in these meetings.
There are, however, two significant issues under my portfolio that have been severely impacted by the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic: membership and the
North East Shrine Association Field Days.
Membership
We entered 2020 with high hopes. We now find ourselves in the midst of a prohibition on meetings, with no clear indication as to when it will be lifted. Even when is it lifted, many of our members are in high-risk categories for complications due to COVID-19, and may be uncomfortable coming out.
Without lodges to find new members, and ceremonials to bring them in, it may seem that there is nothing we can
do for membership – nothing could be further from the truth. We must continue to leverage the avenues we do
have – like virtual gatherings that are being held by many lodges, to continue to raise awareness, and assess interest, and we find an interested candidate, we must welcome them and find ways to include them and maintain their
interest until such time as they can be properly initiated into the Shrine. We may not be able to meet, but efforts
at recruitment can continue.
As I mentioned above, we must continue to engage our existing brethren so we can ensure we retain them as
members. We must also reach out to former members and see if they may be interested in restoration. Lastly, we
must support our lodges, and build those masonic relationships that are fundamental to our fraternity and philanthropy.
There is one other issue related to membership that I must raise: dues. As I write this report, 56 Nobles have not
paid their dues for 2020. The challenges of COVID-19 have affected each of us differently. Some have been able
to continue working and being paid. To those Nobles, if you have not already paid your dues, please do so. However, some Nobles are facing great hardship, having lost their income – in whole or in part – with no indication
when they can resume work. To those Nobles, let me assure you that you will not receive nagging phone calls
about dues in the coming weeks. You must first focus on your families, and we understand that is where your priority is. We would ask that you pay your dues when you are able to. And should you find yourself in financial
hardship, please do not hesitate to reach out to your lodge – they are the gateway to Masonic benevolence, and
there are supports available to you at the lodge, district and Grand Lodge level.
Yours in the Faith,
Noble Adam Thompson
High Priest and Prophet

ORIENTAL GUIDE’S
MESSAGE

2020 Is A Year Unlike Any Others.
It started off normal enough. I was proud to be installed as Oriental Guide and
start my first term as an Associate Board Member for the Shriners Hospital for
Children, Canada.
My time at the Oriental Guide Seminar in early March was invaluable. The things
I learnt, the knowledge I gained, the friends Audrey and I have made will be with
us for the rest of my time on the Divan, and beyond. I have been to many training
sessions over my professional career, this by far was one of the best. We get out
of things in life what we put in. I attended the seminar with an open mind and my
full attention. What I received back was more than I could have ever anticipated. I have started to use this knowledge to improve the work I do with the Shrine and the hospital. I thank the Shrine for providing me with this opportunity.
My time in Montreal as an Associate Board Member for the Shriners Hospital for Children, Canada is priceless.
There is no better feeling of pride then walking into the hospital with your Fez on and being able to help this institution do the great work it does every day for our kids.
Friday March 13, 2020 will be for me as for most of us one of those defining days. The rest of the year will not be
the same from that point forward.
But we as Shriners and the Divan continue to work to keep in touch with our brethren and the greater Shrine
family. I have worked at setting up Zoom calls at a club and temple level, I have worked with and supported others
to make sure that the temple and the fraternity continue to be able to do the great work we do.
In the coming months the Divan and I will continue to find new ways (while remaining safe) to show you how the
Shrine is moving forward to continue working on our mission, to have fun while helping our kids.
YITF

Noble Eric Owen
Oriental Guide

FIRST CEREMONIAL MASTER’S
MESSAGE
Illustrious Sir :
The Keystone Kops Unit is in great shape and we are ready to participate at Tunis events as soon as the Government allows crowded assemblies.
Our membership has remained stable and we have one new Recruit
that will join us shortly.
If any Shriner would like to join us please contact Jim Birtch Desk
Kop.
Financially our unit is stable according to Top Kop Phil Pilon.
Last year, 2019, the Keystone Kops had great turnouts at the Parades and we were expecting the
same for 2020, as our members are dedicated to our unit and Tunis activities.
It is the hope of the Keystone Kops that this Pandemic will end shortly and that all our Citizens
will be able to return to their normal daily activities.
As ever
Noble Jim Nolan
1st Ceremonial Master

SECOND CEREMONIAL MASTER’S
MESSAGE
I am certainly pleased to have been given this opportunity to represent the 2020
Tunis Shriners Divan as 2nd Ceremonial Master. The year certainly started off
busy. Lady Lesley and I had the honour of attending Maddie’s Gala at the beginning of January, as well as attending Land O Lakes, Capital Shrine, Brockville
and 1000 Island Shrine Clubs during the month along with the Potentate and the
Divan.
In February, Lady Lesley and I attended the Land O Lakes Shrine Club monthly
meeting and to celebrate Valentine’s with the group. We also enjoyed an evening
with Capital Shrine Club and Brockville & District Shrine Club. It will be tough to keep up this practice in the
coming years.
In March, I represented the Divan at Capital Shrine Club and partook in the Lunch Bunch meeting held at Walkley
Road on the 11th. prior to the last live Divan meeting. Then the WORLD STOPPED!!! Although plans had been
made to represent the Divan at 1000 Islands Shrine Club, everything was shelved and as of this writing, still
shelved much to everyone’s dismay.
Prior to Covid 19, I attended all the monthly Divan meetings, taking notes and offering my thoughts. As of late,
I have been part of the monthly Divan meetings via Zoom.
In February, I was asked to be part of the Tunis Membership Committee to assist in retaining our current members
as our numbers have dropped and continue to do so. I have also assisted in contacting prior Nobles to hopefully
find out why they left and any possibility to return.
Speaking recently with our Chief Rabban, he is currently working on items that I will assist him with, so that we
will be ready once Tunis gets back into what might be our new normal when we are allowed to reopen our Temple,
Clubs and Units.
Noble Douglas Campbell
2nd CEREMONIAL MASTER

TREASURER’S
MESSAGE

From the Desk of the Treasurer,
Nobles All,
What interesting times we are living in. I hope that you and your
families are all staying safe and keeping well. With the current situation, the days seem to just be blending into each other. This teams
with the cancellation of ALL Masonic and Shrine events for the foreseeable future. Who would have ever thought that both Grand Lodge
and Imperial Session would be cancelled?
I attended the Shrine Treasurer’s Association Seminar from March 1st-5th. There were a number
of new topics covered and interesting speakers and I came back with valuable information. I was
also humbled to have been elected as that Association’s 4th Vice President. I am only the second
Canadian to serve on this executive. It is My Duty to Serve.
Upon my return, the concerns about COVID19 surfaced. What a few months it has been. I continue to be at the office almost daily fulfilling my duties and helping out where necessary. It is my
plan to continue to do so.
What this Pandemic has done is allowed us to look at how we do business. The Zoom application
has kept many of us in touch. I think that there are, in some cases, more Zoom meetings than there
have been actual meetings. I still continue to call people by telephone.
I will continue to serve you and hope that we can be back together, in some fashion in the Fall.
For now, I am only ever a call or email away.
Keep Well and Stay Safe!
Ill. Sir. Dennis Saikaley P.P.
Treasurer

RECORDER’S
MESSAGE

TUNIS LEGION OF HONOUR

On Saturday June 6th at 14:00 hrs. the Tunis Legion of Honour was able to continue their long
standing traditional Wreath Laying Ceremony at the War Memorial in Ottawa.
It had been scheduled to be part of this year’s Ceremonial and Visitation where we expected upwards of 200 Shriners to attend. Instead we adhered to the current COVID-19 restrictions. And
with written permission of Veterans Affairs Canada, five Tunis Shriners laid the Legion Of
Honour Wreath and five poppies on the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.
This year was also the 76th Anniversary of D-Day and the five members representing Tunis
Temple left to right are;
Noble Jordan McConnell (piper), Ill. Sir Perry McConnell (Lt. Commander LOH),
Potentate Ill. Sir Chris Wanna, Noble Fred Haggart (Commander LOH),
Noble Daniel Charron (LOH Adjutant)
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DIVAN RESPONSE TO
MEMBERSHIP SURVEY

The Divan would like to thank the Membership Committee, under the leadership of Ill. Sir Peter Rippstein, for undertaking this important exercise. Noble Fred Haggart, in particular, is to be commended for being the driving
force behind it.
The last few months have been challenging for all of us, and as we now begin to see the light at the end of the
tunnel, the results of this survey will help guide us in our way forward. We were heartened to hear the commitment of our members and their ladies to the Shrine. We also note the challenges that some have identified, notably: time, cost, and involvement of the ladies. These issues must be kept in mind with any activities planned in
the future. We also note that some found the activities offered not to be of interest to them. We encourage all
members to come forward, either at the Club and Unit level, or directly to the Divan, with suggestions as to what
activities they would like to see.
Our greatest concern from the survey results were comments on divisions within the Temple, and conflicts between members. We are all human and are imperfect. But we are also masons. We will have disagreements, but
we must resolve them. The ongoing coronavirus pandemic has forced us all to come together as a community,
and now we must do so as a Temple as well. “United we stand, divided we fall.” There is no place in this Temple
for conflict. Remember your apron charge and keep these private piques and quarrels out of the Temple. The rest
of us are trying to focus on helping the children -- you should too.
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Maddy’s Gala 2020

Shriners Hospitals for Children — Boston is committed to providing the highest quality, family-cen-

tered and collaborative care to children with burn injuries or other specialized plastic surgery needs. The Boston
Shriners Hospital is the only exclusively pediatric burn center verified by the American Burn Association (ABA)
in New England and New York. The hospital’s ability to respond to injuries locally, nationally and internationally
is due to a long and deep history of experience treating the most complex cases. Longstanding relationships with medical professionals, nonprofit organizations and clinics all over the world enhance our referral network. Our medical
and clinical staff have made significant contributions to the field of pediatric burn care through research, education and training.
The past year was both rewarding and challenging. A great deal of time was devoted to space planning and the details associated with it. During the second half of the year, Hospital administrator Eileen Skinner directed staff attention to the strategic plan required by Home Office. The Board of Governors was highly involved and defined the
Vision and Strategic Imperatives. The Boston Shriners Hospital submitted the plan to Home Office in December and
it was subsequently approved.
Given all the changes being planned for the Boston Shriners Hospital in 2020 and beyond, internal communication
was a priority throughout the year. The Chairman of the Board of Governors and the hospital administrator held
monthly town halls. The administrator also met with smaller groups by department to increase opportunities for
staff to ask questions and share their perspective. The administrator regularly sent her own internal communication
to all staff, which supplemented the monthly hospital internal newsletter, the Shrine Vine.The Board of Governors
restructured their monthly agenda to create an opportunity to highlight patients, donors, providers and other aspects of the hospital. Now, the Board of Governors invites all staff to join them in the auditorium in the early afternoon to hear presentations that highlight the care given at the Boston Shriners Hospital. The monthly events are
educational opportunities where attendees can learn more about a particular medical procedure, hear directly
from a patient about the amazing care they received and thank our donors and supporting Shrine centers for their
support.

.
.
.
.
.
.

JULY 2020
Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, the Boston Shriners Hospital has been open, caring for children with
acute burn injuries who need our specialized care.
Massachusetts is currently in phase 3 of a 4 phase reopening process. Beginning on June 1, the Boston Shri
ners Hospital started carefully rescheduling the appointments and procedures that had to be postponed due to
a directive from Massachusetts Governor Charlie Baker that all hospitals delay non-emergency procedures.
Clinical staff have reviewed all delayed appointments in order to schedule cases that are medical priorities
first; however, cosmetic, non-emergency procedures (e.g. minor scar remediation) are also allowable.
The Boston Shriners Hospital is ramping up its caseload, and has implemented additional protocols to protect
patients and staff. This includes administering a COVID-19 test to all children who are scheduled for surgery.
Shriners Hospitals for Children has also significantly increased use of fast track video visit technology across
the system. Through this telehealth platform, providers can conduct virtual visits with patients when medically
appropriate. This reduces risk to both patient and staff.
The health and safety of our patients, families and staff is our highest priority. All policies and procedures will
be evaluated and updated as needed.

.
.
.
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Hospital Board of Governors Report - July 2020

NOTES: Restricted access during the COVID-19 pandemic continues to have an impact on all of our patient care activities.
Comparative numbers from June 2019 not available as these reports were not generated in July in the past.
There were a total of 98 surgeries performed in June, and we reached 95% of pre-COVID capacity. We remain 153 cases behind
from last year due to COVID and remain focused on catching up.
Referrals are gradually returning to the average numbers we saw in 2019. There were 417 new referrals in June.
Due to the reminder system put in place, the percentage of patients who do not show for appointments has now dropped lower than
pre-COVID and was at 3.2 in June. The acceptable standard is 7%.
Total clinic encounters increased from 51% of capacity in May to 84% capacity in June while still ensuring that all safety and
cleansing measures are in place.
Total rehabilitation encounters have increased from an average of 29% in May to 57% in June and continue to trend upwards
in July. The only patients that have not been seen are those who prefer not to enter a hospital setting during this period.
Finance: The June financial results show that we are currently operating 1.4% over budget on a budget of $15.5 million. The overages are mainly due to the addition of protective measures and staffing to contain the spread of COVID-19. At this time, we continue
expect to finish the year in budgetary equilibrium.
Tenure announcement: Argerie Tsimicalis, Ph.D., promoted tenure at McGill University with a “Superior” ranking in Teaching, Research and Services. June 1, 2020 Dr. Tsimicalis was promoted to the rank of Associated Professor. Her ongoing support from
Shriners did not go unrecognized. An excerpt from the UTC Report reads as follow, “Dr. Tsimicalis holds an FRQS Chercheur-Boursier JR1 salary award, received the Faculty of Medicine’s Wedderburn Brown Prize for promising young investigator, was
named to the Canadian Women in Global Health list and has received support from the Shriners Hospital, where she carries out her
research. “Dr. Tsimicalis has a strong record in providing direct research training, serving as supervisor or co-supervisor for 16 graduate students and an impressively large number of undergraduate students (38), many successfully competing for awards or bursaries” [University Tenure Committee (UTC) Report]
Two students are recipients of the Helen Lemieux Straight to the Heart Scholarship Fund: The Helen Lemieux Straight to the Heart Summer Internship Program combines education and research to build upon the academic experiences of
our next generation of care providers. The program is named in honor of the former First Lady whose fundraising project during her
tenure. This program was created to provide paid summer internship opportunities at Shriners Hospitals for students pursuing degrees in the medical professions. It was designed to provide the interns hands-on training through participation in research projects
and in clinical operations under the mentorship of outstanding clinicians, scientists and allied health care professionals. The goal of
this internship is to enhance the students’ interest in pediatric health care, to encourage them to pursue one of Shriners Hospitals’ mission areas as their career and to become a part of the Shriners Hospitals’ health care team when they complete their studies.
Anindyo Chakraborty is a student entering McGill University's medical program (MDCM). He has received the Helen Lemieux Shriners Scholarship for an internship within our Motion Analysis Center (MAC) this summer. Under the supervision of Louis-Nicolas Veilleux, his summer internship project centers on the study of lower limb torsional deformities affecting children. For
Anindyo, this project will be an important milestone as he transitions from doing preclinical research to studying clinical conditions
and treatments. (Information about the second intern will follow in August).
Communications: Our communications and marketing team have been putting together informational videos about
hospital adaptations to COVID-19 for the safety of staff and patients:
Changes to the Operating Rooms: https://shrinershospitalsforchildrencanada.sharefile.com/d-s9b2030c113b425da

Metrics June 2020
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HAPPY CANADA DAY
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I DID MANAGE TO DO A LITTLE PR ON CANADA DAY...
I WAS A PARADE OF 1 (ALONG WITH BILLY GOAT AND CUZZIN' FEZZY);
WITH A WELL RECEIVED AND VISITED STATIC DISPLAY AFTERWARDS...

Ill. Sir Dave Wood P.P.

Tunis Zoom Meeting
July 15, 2020
(Next Meeting Aug. 26)
While we have all been missing being able to greet each other with a firm handshake or big hug, almost 60 of us
took the opportunity to “meet” face to face over Zoom. On July 15th, Tunis held an open meeting with Nobles,
Ladies and friends. It was an excellent opportunity to catch up on what has been happening both within Shrinedom
and personally.
After a welcome by our Potentate, Ill. Sir Chris Wanna and Lady Denise, we had an update on the impacts on
Shrinedom and Freemasonry by Noble Adam Thompson. While the plans for reopening are still uncertain, it is
clear that the safety of our members and families is paramount. Ill. Sir Dennis Saikaley brought us up to speed
with the adjustments made to the NSA Field Days plans and we will now be the host in 2021.
Ill. Sir Peter Rippstein gave a brief update from the perspective of a Montreal Board member and then introduced
Emmanuelle Rondeau who gave a presentation on some of the latest activities and advancements at the Shriners
Hospital for Children – Canada in Montreal.
Imp. Sir Jim Doel, Trustee, then provided some highlights of the Imperial Sessions and explained some of the
planned changes in our hospital system. The Board of Trustees are working hard to adapt our hospital system to
the new reality.
This was followed by Nobles Eric Owen and Kosta Katzis sharing their Shrine Journey from coming into the Craft
and getting involved in Lodge leadership to joining the Shrine and jumping in with both feet to Temple, Club and
Unit activities. Both of them are currently serving on the Montreal Board.
Even with Covid, we are trying to keep active within Tunis. We heard from most of the 16 Clubs and Units and the
various efforts they are doing to give Nobles the opportunity to stay engaged.
We were thrilled to have a surprise visit by our new Imperial Potentate, Imp. Sir Jim Smith and First Lady Alice.
He congratulated Tunis on all we are doing. Imp. Sir wished us all the success going forward but above all, encouraged us to stay safe.

Tunis Zoom Meeting
July 15, 2020
As part of making a daily advancement in knowledge, we wanted to learn and improve from this event, so we
asked the participants three questions:
1. What went well related to the meeting?
2. What didn’t go well related to the meeting?
3. What recommendations would you have for any future meetings?
The response was fantastic and we have 5 pages of ideas for future meetings. Some of these include:
Send out agenda as a reminder to people and to attract them.
Need to market it. Maybe have a draw for those people on the call to win something
Unmute people at the end and let them socialize for 20-30 minutes
Try unmuting people after a speaker to take questions and see if it is manageable
Arrange prior to the event how we will signal to the speakers when they are at the time limit.
Needs something exciting that sounds positive
More time for temple leadership to perhaps give us some type of update on what their plans are in the
coming months.
Other hospital speakers (e.g., Boston, Philadelphia)
One hour maximum
Provide financial status
We will be taking these and other suggestions into account when we plan our next meeting for Wednesday, August
26th at 7:00 pm. We hope you will join us!

..
..
..
.
..
.

THANK YOU...
ILL. SIR JACK BUTT P.P.

Land O’ Lakes
Shrine Club
Presentation to Noble and Past Grand Master Paul E. Todd at our February 2020 Valentine’s Day Dinner.

Left to right. President Phil Pilon, Ill. Sir John Ruﬀo, Lady Gloria Todd and Most Worshipful Grand Master Paul Todd.

President’s Award of Service presented at the December Christmas Dinner. Left to right. Noble Phil Pilon, Ill. Sir
John Ruﬀo, Noble Jim Birtch and Ill. Sir Bob Schrader.

Ottawa Valley
Shrine Club
So as the summer is now half over and flown by it brings with it a touch of cooler summer weather. I was hoping
to be able to bring some club updates to you all but sadly had to postpone the Directors meeting due to the weather. I trust there will be some info in the next summons. As we advance in the year we must still be diligent in all
we do to remain safe and sound not just in our social but in our home lives as well. I would like to express a big
thank you to those that helped with the cans at Noble Brydges and also to Noble Sweezy for maintaining the cans
in Pembroke. Wishing you all a wonderful, safe and healthy second half to the summer. Enjoy!!!!
Yours in Shrinedom,
Noble Donald Linssen
President

OVSC Popcan Brigade
Our OVSC continues to carry on with its work to raise money for the hospital. Because the price for aluminum
cans is in the tank at $0.22/pound we have been accumulating them in hopes of the price going up to the previous
$0.45/pound. However, time has not borne out this increase in price so a group of 6 Nobles and two of Noble
Brydges grandchildren assembled at Noble Don Brydges acreage and sorted and rebagged the cans for recycling. Other than Christmas cake and calendar selling this has been our principal source of revenues. We spent
an arduous 4 hours putting all the pop cans into construction grade extra large plastic bags which at the end of the
exercise totalled 75 bags. But fun was had by all and so the time flew by. Thanks go out to Nobles Don Brydges,
Jack Ledger, Don Linssen, Luke Cyr, Graham Jamieson, Fred Smithers and grandkids, Connor and Riley
Brydges. And I know everyone is asking “where are the masks?” We figured that we shouldn’t hide our good
looks for the photo. We have another collection area in Pembroke which also continues its efforts and thanks go
out to Noble Sweezey for overseeing this effort.
Submission by
Noble Jack Ledger
Director

Big Thank You

Brockville and District
Shrine Club
Who are these guys with the red hats (Fezzes) that you see in parades sometimes dressed in costumes as
clowns, hillbillys, kops, pilots or driving funny cars, bikes or carts and riding floats… smiling and waving
to the spectators and having fun? They are Shriners and the Brockville and District Shrine Club are new
members of the Brockville and District Chamber of Commerce.
The Brockville & District Shrine Club is part of Tunis Shriners No. 179 of Ottawa which is one of the many
Shrine Temples that make up Shriners International that is a worldwide fraternity based on fun, fellowship
and the Masonic principles of brotherly love, relief and truth. Shriners International was recently declared
the world’s greatest philanthropy for providing a world leading children’s health care system.
 Shriners Hospital for Children was founded in 1922 to provide excellent specialized medical care for
children regardless of the families’ ability to pay. Today these Hospitals have a 100 year tradition as:
o Leaders in pediatric care
o Being generous
o First to develop a rehab centre for spinal and burns care
o First to develop a Motion Analysis Clinic
o One of the first to develop a Genomics Institute
o Operate 300 Outreach clinics
o Educators sharing research and achievements
o Having helped over 1.4 million kids
Locally the Brockville & District Shrine Club has assisted many children over the years through the Shriners Children’s Hospitals in Montreal and Boston. Children that could not walk now walk, badly burned
children have recovered and hope is restored to many children and families that had none.
Throughout history both the Freemasons and Shriners have had a reputation for secrecy, but the mission
is public clear andstraightforward. Shriners are committed to:
 Being the premier fraternal organization for men of good character.
 Providing attractive, quality programs and services for our members, their families and their friends in
a spirit of fun, fellowship and social camaraderie.
 Fostering self-improvement through leadership, education, the perpetuation of moral values and com
munity involvement.
 Serving our community through the resources of its philanthropy. Every Shriner believes in:
 Brotherhood and are committed family, personal growth, and dedicated to providing care for families
and children in need.
 Leadership and are leaders within their communities and count among their members a Prime Minister,
Senators, professional golfers, astronauts, Members of Parliament. Shriners also believe in leadership
in their personal lives as well as their community.
 Service many members of the Brockville and District Shrine Club have served as the Potentate (CEO)
of Tunis Shriners. They are Howard Ferguson, Robert K Laushway,
Roy E Backholm, Jack Butt, Don Moore and Gary Tristram. The first Potentate was the Right Honourable
John Diefenbaker.
During this COVID-19 Pandemic, the Brockville
& District Shrine Club have continued with their
B
work of community development and benevolence. As Gary Tristram, Past Potentate of Tunis Shriners
and the current President and Jack Butt, also a Past Potentate of Tunis and a Vice-President told the
Chamber “these initiatives are some of the ways we can give back to our community and stay connected
with our membership……we have been a presence in this community for almost100 years, this commu
nity has been very gracious and now it’s our turn.” They also indicated that in 2022 there will be a cele
bration of their 100 year anniversary. Stay tuned folks!

Brockville and District
Shrine Club
 This year saw the initiation of the Joe Maggio Award for a graduating High School Student based

on values of exemplary work ethic, desire to learn, embrace excellence in a trade, and demonstrating solid character attributes like timeliness, willingness to improve with continued interest
in ongoing learning as well as a positive attitude.
 We have also developed a “Thank You” card program where selected individuals that are making
a difference during these difficult times are sent a special thank you! This outreach is having a
positive impact on our community and has exceeded our expectations.
 In final stages of development is our Infant car seat program. In Canada, babies and children in
vehicles must be properly secured with the right kind of seat. Child car seats and booster seats
can greatly reduce the risk of injury or death in a crash. Keeping your child safe in the car can
feel very overwhelming for parents, especially when obtaining a car seat is not easily accessible
due to financial strain. A partnership has been created between the Brockville & District Shrine
Club, the Leeds, Grenville & Lanark District Health Unit, CTC and the 1000 Islands Toyota to
help make car seats more accessible to families in need. We are working together to help fill the
gap!
 Another exciting initiative is our gift card program. To date we have distributed over $2000 in
cards to front line staff who are keeping our community safe while risking their own lives.
Ill Sir Gary Tristram P.P.

Ill Sir Gary Tristram P.P., Ill Sir Chris Wanna Potentate 2020 & Ill Sir Jack Butt P.P.

1000 Islands
Shrine Club







The big wave, Shriners love truckers , finished for the year on Friday. Kriska will publish a collage on their web page
The candidate for the 500$ award .....the Joe Maggio Award for Trades has been selected more later
The infant car seat program will be launched at the end of next month. This is a partnership with 1000 Islands Toyota,
Public Health, St. John's Ambulance and Shriners. I will let you know exactly as we will be doing CTV coverage with
Nate and I would think Steve should be included in the worst case scenario a link in from QP
We are continuing to distribute fruit baskets to folks who are shut ins, Bonnie Pidgeon and I are trying to collaborate on a
food initiative. They need a truck or van and we are trying to find a donor.
Soon we will begin the walk of Honor. We have been receiving great feedback Hope you all are staying safe

Ill Sir Jack Butt P.P.

,

Sakina Temple No. 145
Daughters of the Nile
Sakina Temple No. 145 Daughters of the Nile are dedicated to supporting the Shriners Hospital for Children® Canada
It gives me great pleasure to bring greetings to Tunis Nobles and their families on behalf of Sakina Temple No.
145, Daughters of the Nile.
With so much of our regular activities disrupted because of the pandemic, we are happy to continue to respond to
requests from the Shriners Hospital for Children - Canada for hospital gowns and masks in these unusual times. I
am proud to share that Sakina’s ladies have been hard at work sewing and so far have sent 100 masks and 14
gowns to the hospital. Another shipment is planned for late September.
If you, your lady or any member of your family would like to help with this project or have any question about
Sakina or Daughters of the Nile please contact me at: grandparent@sympatico.ca
From our household to yours, stay safe everyone.
Queen Audrey Parent,
Sakina Temple No. 145
Sakina Temple No. 145 was constituted in May 1979, to provide an opportunity for ladies living in the Ottawa
Valley to enjoy social interaction and fun while working together to raise funds and provide items to support the
Shriners Hospital for Children® – Canada in Montreal.
The word Sakina is Egyptian and means “place of tranquility” or “peace”. Although we are called a Temple, we
are not a religious organization or church, but a group of dedicated women working for the special children served
by the Shriners Hospitals.
In the spring our members elect a Queen to preside over the Temple for the coming year and each new Queen,
along with her officers, are installed at a Ceremony of Installation. This ceremony is filled with beautiful ritual
and is open to family and friends, and members of the public.
Our year is filled with fun and fellowship while we enjoy fundraising and social events. We host a variety of
annual and special activities which are open to the public. In fact, their success is due to the support of family and
friends in the community.
The Temple provides opportunities to learn of new innovations and success stories of the young patients and to
see what types of items we are sending to the Montreal Hospital for the use of the children. Our activities include
an Annual Craft Sale and Luncheon in the fall that is very popular….you can start your Christmas shopping and
have a delicious lunch as well.
Sakina also finds ways to contribute to the Christmas activities at the Shriners Hospital for Children in Montreal.
Sometimes in December, we hold a Christmas dinner and hilarious auction; other times we hold a toy drive to collect toys for the children's Christmas.

Congratulations

FUN - FELLOWSHIP - PHILANTHROPY

