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POTENTATE’S MESSAGE
Nobles, ladies and friends of Tunis,
What a pleasure it has been to serve as your
Potentate for the last 16 months. It is indeed an
honour and a privilege to represent Tunis Shriners
at Shriners International, the Northeast Shrine
Association and the Temples within and nearby, as
well as our own clubs and units.
Sharron and I have met a lot of great Shriners,
Ladies, patients, hospital staff and many other
people at speaking engagements, public events and
private meetings. Nothing touches the heart more
that meeting patients, patient ambassadors and their
parents and hearing their stories, feeling the
appreciation they have for Shriners and all we have
done to help them. Those experiences are a
reminder of why we are Shriners. They help us
focus on the good, shed the negative and continue to
try and make a difference in the lives of a child.
Your Divan, my TEAM 2018, have had a
productive year at Tunis and I don’t hesitate to
thank them for their efforts. Times are changing
Nobles and the management of Tunis must embrace
the fact that change will happen, be prepared to
work with changes for the benefit of Tunis and our
children. Team 2018 made many changes with
Temple policies, operations and procedures that
help to make your Temple run more efficiently and
cost effectively. New projects are coming along as
well, such as the Tunis Masonic Grant Program
which will allow Masons within our catchment area,
who meet certain qualifications, to apply for a grant
to help offset the costs of continuing their masonic
education through courses offered by the Grand
Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario. These
are the Masons we want in Tunis. What better way
is there to have an influence in their masonic career
by extending a helping hand?
Your Divan has also set up an International Patient
Ambassador Fund which creates opportunities for
patient ambassadors to come to Tunis for reasons

that are obvious. This is another great promotional
method that will help to get our message out.
Tunis will also be engaging some of the students
and staff at Algonquin College to come up with a
concept and design for a Tunis parade float that
once approved may be built by the technical
students of that school as a combined project for the
benefit of both organizations. This is another great
way to work within our community and possibly
with our potential members to have a Tunis float
from the Nation’s Capital that will outshine all
others.
I am encouraged by the formation of the new
Kitchissippi Bootleggers Club and the new Tunis
Culinary Club. Two great opportunities for our
members and friends to have fun.
The future of Tunis can be very bright Nobles but
only if its members want to make it shine. The
potential is there with smart nobles in our midst and
new ones coming along. Please get involved and
help shape Canada’s youngest Shrine Temple into
the best in the land. We have proven over the last
while that we can do it with some great events and I
know we can do more.
Please consider coming out to the Installation of the
Temple in early January. Encourage the new
Potentate and Divan to keep up the good work.
Offer to assist them as they can’t do it alone and let
us all remember the children and why we are
Shriners.
Sharron and I wish you and your families a very
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. May you
be blessed with the good things Christmas is about
and may the New Year bring you joy and
contentment.
Again thank you from the bottom of my heart for
allowing me to be your leader in 2018.

Illustrious Sir Gary
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FROM THE TREASURER’S DESK

BROCKVILLE & DISTRICT S.C.

I have been in the Office on a regular basis. When I
am not working on the treasurer’s tasks, I assist on
other matters, one being Membership.

Greetings Nobles:

Although I have found most people’s new mailing
address, several Nobles have had their emails
bounce back.
If you change your email address or any contact
information please let the office know even if you
change it yourself on Webfez.
The emails for the following Nobles have bounced
back. If you read this and know any of them, please
let the office know (admin@tunis179.org or
treasurer@tunis179.org)
Lost in the Cyber Desert.
• Larry Fitzpatrick
• Len Baird
• Les Cross
• Alan Woolley
• James Wickware
• James Kerruish
• Fred Smithers
• Douglas Cox
• Garry Harper
• Gerald Turner
• Garry Holmes
• Bill Cook
• Dale Rusland
• Steven Rothwell
• Dalton Sproule
• Ted Brown
• Bob Booth

Well Nobles, another year is closing fast and as we
prepare for the upcoming Festive Season what
better way to celebrate the Holidays then by joining
us at our upcoming December Ladies Night and
Christmas Party on Saturday, December 15. A
Turkey Dinner with all the trimmings will be served
that evening around 6:00pm. Then the
entertainment for the evening will start featuring the
song stylings of Mr. Murray Gallage. Please let me
know if you are able to attend by Saturday,
December 8.
On Sunday, December 2 we finished another season
of Christmas Parades. BDSC was represented by
Nobles who attended the Parades and rode on our
Float. Thanks to all of you that attended. I would
like to thank Noble Ron Brown for setting up the
Float for the Parades as well as Nobles John Bowen
and Richard Sample for towing the Float with their
Trucks. A special thank you goes out to Colton for
handing out our Christmas Activity Booklets along
the Parade Routes. They were well received by the
children and more importantly their Parents. Well
done Nobles
I would also like to give a tip of the Fez to Ills. Sir
Jack Butt and Noble Mark Smith for the excellent
job they did in putting together the Isabella Rose
Visit. Isabella made an impact everywhere she
went. The visit included 2 local Schools Front of
Yonge Elementary in Mallorytown as well as
Thousand
Islands
Elementary
School
in
Lansdowne. And what a speech she delivered at the
Brockville Country Club. It reemphasized our
primary goal and the reason why we all became
Shriners. Isabella was well worth the price of
admission that night. If you were unable to attend
just refer to the Brockville Record & Times
Saturday, November 24 as it was a Front Page
Story. See link on page 7 as well as comments in
this Scroll. She also went on to Ottawa and both
Ills. Sir Gary Tristram and Isabella were
interviewed by Lake 88 Radio Station in Perth. On
Saturday, Isabella, her Dad Tim, Ills. Sir Jack Butt
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and Noble Mark Smith went to Montreal to visit our
Shriners Hospital for Children and were met by Dr.
Rene Arnaud who heads up the Research
Department at the Hospital along with Ills. Sir Gary
McKeown 2018 Potentate Karnak Temple.
Finally, at BDSC’s November 28 General Meeting,
we elected the 2019 Officers for the Club. First off I
would like to thank those that elected me once again
President of the Club. I will try to the best of my
ability to show your trust is warranted. I know with
the New Executive for 2019, they will bring new
ideas and hopefully build on BDSC’s reputation in
Tunis Temple.

2018 Isabella Rose International
Patient Ambassador for
Shriners Hospitals for Children
Visit November 21—25/18

Once again, I would like to wish you and yours the
very best for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year! Yours in the in Faith,
Noble President Paul Perkins
Isabella is presented her Ontario Flag from Ills. Sir
Jack Butt while Pres. Paul, Nobles Mark & Doug
watch

Noble Rob Davis & President Paul Perkins
selling Tunis Cash Calendars @ Walmart
Principal Jennifer Moore FOY thanks
Bella for her presentation

Colton helping BDSC in passing out Activity Books
while Nobles John Bowen & Paul Perkins look on

Bella gives out Shrine Bears to FOY students
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Ills. Sir Gary and Bella after their Interview
@ Lake 88 discussing how they did over coffee

We are well into our second year with our current
campaign to fulfill Tunis’ $ 50,000.00 commitment
to the Capital Funding Campaign for our Shrine
Hospital in Montreal. Our goal is $ 20,000.00 for
2018 ($ 16,000.00 raised so far) and with your help
we can achieve that. For those who have already
given, THANK YOU. For those who haven’t yet
made a pledge, please consider signing up for the
TADS program or making a donation. Every little
bit helps. If you have any questions, please call
Wayne A. Keech (613-592-5069) or Lionel Rowe
(613-290-9651). Pledge forms are available upon
request.

$50,000.00 Goal
Comments & Emails Received from Isabella
Rose’s Visit:
“It was wonderful to meet Bella. She gave an
inspirational message to our students. Miss you
already Bella! Just wanted to tell you what an
amazing job you did organizing such a huge event. I
know a great deal of time goes into something as
special as this. You not only provided a beautiful
young girl with an amazing opportunity...you
inspired students, teachers, doctors, patients and
families. I feel so fortunate to have had Bella come
to Front of Yonge Elementary School. I know it will
be some- thing the kids will be talking about the
entire year. Thank you, thank you, thank you for
making this happen. I truly appreciate everything
you did to make this such an amazing experience.”
Jennifer Moore Principal Front of Yonge
Elementary School
E-mail sent to Ills. Sir Jack Butt: “Not too shabby
for country folk is right. This is amazing. Like I
said, we just don’t get as involved here at Karnak
and I think it is because the hospital it right here.
We have individuals donate tons of time driving and
being clowns for the kids, but nothing as organized
as what you did. Kudos to you, Mark and the
Brockville club!”
Ills. Sir Gary McKeown 2018 Potentate Karnak
Temple (Montreal PQ)

Pledged to date $ 43,776*

Received to date $ 30,140*

*(includes $ 5,000.00 received from Tunis Shriners - fall
2017)

Tunis Hospital Daddy Program
$50,000.00 Fund Raising Campaign
2017-2019
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CAPITAL SHRINE CLUB
The CSC continues to build on a successful
formula. At its regular monthly meeting, 51 Nobles
and Ladies attended our meeting at the Boston Pizza
at the corner of Conroy and Walkley. A great time
was had by all as evidenced by the attached photos.
An issue facing the club is the shortage good
restaurants, which can accommodate 55 diners. We
have sampled Ottawa restaurants and some venues
are better than others. Among the favourites are:
Dunn’s on Bank Street South, the KS at Southbank,
Kristy’s on Richmond, Robbies on St Laurent and
The Glen in Stittsville.
We need a roster of eateries, which can
accommodate 55 diners, with tasty food at fair
prices, a warm atmosphere and ample parking. I
noted that several diners at the Boston Pizza were
not happy with their main course; comments
included: food cold, needed to be sent back to the
microwave, bland and needed some spicing, ‘so so’
or ‘OK’. My guess is that many of the menu items
at the BP are factory meals, prepared and ready for
microwaving. However, the draft beer was
excellent. LOL.
Hope to see you all at the next event!
Reported by Tin Cup
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TUNIS CULINARY CLUB

A nominal dinner rate of $20 per person per event
will enable us to cover all food costs and the rental
fee for use of the kitchen and adjacent dining room
at the Masonic Center. There will be an Open Cash
Bar at each event.
Contact any member of the Executive to become a
Culinary Club member and reserve a spot at our
next event.

We are the TUNIS SOUS-CHEFS and this is what
we do: learning to cook exotic, gourmet meals from
around the world by slicing, dicing, chopping,
mashing, mixing, boiling, steaming, simmering,
grilling, broiling, frying, baking … and eating. The
Tunis Culinary Club (TCC) will meet the fourth
Wednesday of every month at 6:00 pm at the
Masonic/Shrine Center at 2140 Walkley Road,
except for the summer months of June, July and
August.
At the November 28/18 first meeting of the Tunis
Culinary Club, the following members were elected
to the Executive for the following 12 months:
President, Noble Bob Conrad, Vice-President, Illus.
Sir Peter Rippstein, Treasurer, Noble Martin
Dorner,
Secretary,
Noble
James
Edgar.
Additionally, our Master Chef is Andree Riffou,
who has extensive experience operating cooking
schools and related gourmet activities, and is a
certified Cordon Bleu chef.
Sous-chefs should bring a kitchen apron (not their
Masonic Apron), a small cutting board, a sharp
kitchen knife and your FEZ; this is a cooking
experience, not a restaurant. We are guided by
principles of nutrition, economy and interest in
gourmet home-made meals from around the world.
Membership has been set at $20 per year for each
Noble or Mason, and $5 for each Lady. Guests and
visitors will be charged $10 per event to cover
rental costs.
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with lots of prizes and a wonderful night of
fellowship and fun was had by all. Here you see
Ill. Sir Richard Abrams and Lady Nancy Abrams
with Santa and Mrs. Claus.

Fun was had by all who attended and got to meet
with the special guest – Santa himself!

1000 ISLANDS SHRINE CLUB
The 1000 Islands Shrine Club held their Christmas
Oasis dinner on Wednesday, December 12 at
the Gananoque Curling Club. It was a great event

L R
Lyle Cavanaugh, Potentate Gary Tristram
and Raymond Winfield President of 1000
Islands Shrine Club presenting cheque for $2000.00
to Tunis for Shriners Hospital for Children Canada.
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ARABIAN NIGHTS II
The Arabian Nights II fundraising was a success
and raised over $27,000, thanks to the fantastic
organising team: Denise Wanna , May Chaiban,
John and Julie Hawkins, Fred Haggart, Lyle and
Deb Cavanagh, Eric Owen and Audrey Parent,
Richard Loomes and Andrée Riffou under the
excellent leadership of the co-chairs: Chris Wanna
and George Chaiban. This sold out event was a
great evening of fun and fellowship!
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ORIENTAL BAND
Greeting and best wishes of the season from the
members of the Oriental Band!!!
Since the last newsletter we have been very active!
In August we had 9 players out to participate in the
first section of the 2018 Ceremonial! Our
performance received the normal “reviews” but
seemed to please the new nobles and the
Ceremonial cast, indeed one of the new Nobles has
joined our ranks, we welcomed Peter Schmidt this
fall to the band. We also debuted 2 new tunes “Meet
the Flintstones” theme from the Flintstones TV
show and a tune called “Ming Toy” especial crafted
for Noble Abe Garcia during the initiation
ceremony.
In late August we gathered at the home of Noble
Gerry and Lady Ellen bent for our annual BBQ.
This year in addition to Bandsmen, families and
friends we extended an invitation to the Ceremonial
Cast. They were most welcome and it’s our desire
to continue to work very closely with them in the
future. It was also a highlight to have our “Director
for Life” Noble Art Redekopp join with us that
afternoon, time may have slowed Art’s body down,
but not that sharp mind! It was great to have him
with us!
September, October and November we have been
back to our regular rehearsals at the Carp Masonic
Hall, once again Nobles if you would like to come
out and join us for a couple of rehearsals, just to see
if you would like to join our ranks please give me a
call (613-225-7039) and I’ll let you know when the
next practice is going to be held. We are off now
until March.
In the spirit of the season we are gathering for our
Christmas social on December 7th at the World
Famous Prescott Hotel.
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Nobles, many of you have asked “where did the
idea of the Oriental Band come from” well here is a
bit of a history courtesy of the Association of Shrine
Oriental Bands (ASOB) website:

'You change lives'
Wayne Lowrie
More from Wayne Lowrie

The history of Shrine Oriental Bands goes way back to the
1893 Chicago World’s Fair where a Turk with a musette
and another with a tom-tom making lots of loud noises
could be found in front of every Turkish show on the
midway. The Nobles of Chicago Medinah Shrine thought
that if one horn and one tom-tom could entertain the
masses certainly many would spread lots on thrills and
music. After much searching Medinah found a source for
the horns and in 1896 the first Oriental Band was formed.

Published on: November 26, 2018 | Last Updated: November
26, 2018 8:28 AM EST

The was no music in those days written for such a different
musical taste and Shrine Masons wrote the earliest music,
much of which is still being used today. Oriental Bands can
be found in various competitions, in parades, as
ceremonial guards for the degrees and playing for the
entertainment of other organizations.
Because of its’ nature, the band is made up of all kinds of
Nobles with an interest in our form of entertaining. Some
have deep musical backgrounds and others simply enjoy
the fellowship and competition. Strange costumes and
even stranger sounding music, the most fun you can have
no wearing the makeup of a clown bring smiles to many.

Wayne Lowrie/Recorder and Times Bella Rose tells Shriners that
they are too modest.

Well Nobles as the radio commentator used to say
“now you the rest of the story”!

When Isabella Rose was born 15 years ago, her
mother Roselyne immediately knew there was
something wrong.

From all of us in the Band we want to wish you a
very Merry Christmas and a happy holiday season!
We will all be looking for new drum sticks, under
the tree.

Baby Bella had trouble feeding and sleeping. When
breastfed, the milk would leak out of the baby’s
nose, and Bella would lie at night crying, unable to
sleep.

All the best for 2019 where we will continue to
provide the “Sweetest music this side of paradise”

The frantic parents, Roselyne and Tim Rose, went
from doctor to doctor, specialist to specialist, but no
one could figure out what was wrong.

Noble Barry Burchill
Secretary

As Bella grew, so did the problems. Her speech
sounded like she was whistling – only her parents
could understand her – and she had constant ear and
sinus infections.
Doctors were of little help. Some thought the little
girl was deaf; others suspected cognitive problems.
Nobody was sure.
The parents, who lived in the United States, were at
their wit’s end and on the verge of giving up when a
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friend suggested they try the Shriners Hospital for
Children in Chicago.
A team of specialists at the Shriners examined the
five-year old Bella and had a diagnosis within
minutes. The child had a submucous cleft palate,
which was not easily identified because it was
covered by a thin membrane.

directed at her speech, Bella said she thought
everything was wrong with her. She began to doubt
her intelligence, her looks, and even how she
dressed, she said.
“I thought that everything was wrong with me
because if society says that one thing is wrong then
everything else must be wrong too.”

Bella received surgery and two years of speech
therapy to learn how to speak.

Bella tells the students to accept the differences of
others and to realize that people are all the same.

Now 15 years old and living in Florida where she is
in Grade 10, Bella is an international patient
ambassador for Shriners, who was in Brockville this
week to share her story with local Shriners and area
schoolchildren.

While visiting Shriners hospitals, Bella said she
meets kids with missing limbs, eyes, noses and
other deformities.

Ten years after her surgery, Bella is a spellbinding
motivational speaker with a poise and maturity far
beyond her years.

Bella says she tells students that if they have
something mean to say, that they should tell it to
themselves first to see what it sounds like.

In a high-energy, inspirational speech, Bella told
Brockville Shriners that they are far too modest
about their accomplishments.

TUNIS SHRINE KLOWNS

She and thousands of other children treated by the
Shriner hospitals have had their lives changed
because of the generosity of the club members,
Bella said.

“No one is ugly – no one,” she said.

Here’s what our Tunis Shrine Klowns have been up
to this year. In total, the Klowns have done 44 gigs
for the year. Wow, now that’s dedication!!
JANUARY 14: SUNDAY, TAMPA HOSPITAL
FOOTBALL GAME RECEPTION, TIN CUP

“You don’t give yourself enough credit. You
change lives,” she told the Brockville Shriners.

JANUARY 20: SATURDAY, ST PETERSBURG,
EAST WEST SHRINE GAME, TIN CUP

Every morning when the Shriners get up, they
should look in the mirror, and tell themselves: “I
changed a life today,” Bella told the Shriners, who
rewarded her with a standing ovation after her 30minute speech, delivered without notes.

MARCH 5: MONDAY, STRAWBERRY
FESTIVAL PARADE, PLANT CITY, TIN CUP

As part of her tour of the Brockville area, Bella
went to Front of Yonge Elementary and Thousand
Islands Elementary to talk to kids about bullying.
As she was learning to speak after her operation,
Bella said the other kids laughed at her and called
her names.

MARCH 10: SATURDAY, ST PATRICKS
PARADE, 10 AM, OTTAWA, NO-FIRETRUCK,
TOOT
APRIL 13, 14 15: SLEDGE HOCKEY
TOURNAMENT, GOULBOURN ARENA
STITTSVILLE, APRIL 13: TIN CUP, KK, APRIL
14: TIN CUP, KK, WAFFLES, TEDDY BEAR,
SCOTTIE, RAFFY, APRIL 14: ICE STORM, NO
KLOWNS

The bullying was devastating to her confidence and
self-image, Bella said. Even though the teasing was
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MAY 26: SATURDAY, LAKEVIEW SCHOOL,
11 TO 2 PM, $150, TIN CUP, TEDDY BEAR

JULY 28: BABCOCK PICNIC, VINCENT
MASSEY PARK, AREA “H”, $150, TIN CUP

JUNE 2: SATURDAY, CARLETON DISTRICT
HOSPITAL AUXILIARY, 11 TO 2 PM,
RIVERSIDE PARK IN CARLETON PLACE,
$150, TIN CUP, SCOTTIE

AUGUST 1, 15, 22: PERLEY RIDEAU VETS,
1:30 PM, TIN CUP (3x)

JUNE 10: SUNDAY, KIDS AT RISK, NOON,
BREWER PARK, $50, TIN CUP, TOOT, KK,
SCOTTIE
JUNE 13, 20, 27: PERLY RIDEAU VETS, 1:30
PM, TIN CUP (3X)
JUNE 16: SATURDAY, RICHMOND 200 YEAR
PARADE, 10 AM, SOUTH CARLETON HIGH
SCHOOL, TIN CUP, TEDDY BEAR

AUGUST
4:
SATURDAY,
MAXVILLE
GLENGARRY HIGHLAND GAMES, NOON, TIN
CUP, DIGGEUR
AUGUST 11: SATURDAY,
BROCKVILLE, TIN CUP, KK

CEREMONIAL,

AUGUST 12: SUNDAY, GREEK FEST, NOON,
TIN CUP, TEDDY BEAR, ROCO, COCO,
DIGGEUR, RAFFY, TOOT
AUGUST 18: GREEK FEST, NOON, TIN CUP,
SCOTTIE, TEDDY BEAR, RAFFY, KK, TOOT

JUNE 19: TUESDAY, ST LEONARDS
CATHOLIC SCHOOL, 5 PM TO 7 PM,
MANOTICK, $150, TIN CUP

AUGUST 28: TUESDAY, TUNIS ANNUAL
GOLF TOURNAMENT, CANADIAN GOLF AND
COUNTRY CLUB, NO KLOWNS AVAILABLE

JUNE 25: TUNIS MEET AND GREET, SHRINE
CENTRE, 5 PM, RAFFY, KK, NIFTY, TIN CUP

SEPTEMBER 8, 20: PERLEY RIDEAU VETS,
(2X), TIN CUP

JUNE 23: SATURDAY, CHEO TEDDY BEAR
PICNIC, 11 TO 2 PM, RIDEAU HALL
GROUNDS, TIN CUP, NIFTY
JULY 1: MERRICKVILLE CANADA DAY
PARADE, STAGING HILL TOP MANOR 1005
ST. LAWRENCE STREET, STAGING 10:00 AM
STEP OFF 11:00 AM, TIN CUP
JULY 1: KEMPTVILLE
CANADA DAY
PARADE, STAGING ON THE COLLEGE
GROUNDS, STAGING 3:00 PM STEP OFF 4:00
PM, TIN CUP
JULY 4, 25: PERLEY RIDEAU VETS, 1:30 PM,
TIN CUP (2x)
JULY 25: TUNIS MEET AND GREET, TIN CUP,
JULY 28/18: SEAWAY FESTIVAL PARADE,
OGDENSBURG NY, PASSPORT REQUIRED,
NO KLOWNS AVAILABLE

SEPTEMBER 14: FRIDAY, ST EMILY
CATHOLIC SCHOOL, BARRHAVEN, 5:30 PM,
TIN CUP
SEPTEMBER 15: RICHMOND FAIR PARADE,
STAGE AT SOUTH CARLETON HIGH SCHOOL
AT 10:00AM, STEP OFF 11:00AM, TIN CUP,
WAFFLES,
OCTOBER 3, 17: PERLEY RIDEAU VETS, (2X)
TIN CUP
NOVEMBER 10: VISIT NOBLE GORDIE
CHAMBERLAIN AT HIS RETIREMENT HOME
IN EMBRUN.TIN CUP, NIFTY
NOVEMBER 17: SATURDAY, SANTA TOY
PARADE, STAGE AT 10 AM, WILL ARRANGE
FIRETRUCK, TIN CUP, TEDDY BEAR,
WAFFLES, NIFTY, MAGOO, DIGGEUR; NO
FIRETRUCK
AVAILABLE.DECEMBER
1,
RIDEAU CLUB SANTA, DIGGEUR, 10:30 AM,
(RIDEAU CLUB SPONSOR)
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DECEMBER 8: BROOKSVILLE PARADE, 10
AM, TIN CUP
DECEMBER 8: INVERNESS PARADE, NOON,
TIN CUPDECEMBER 15, ST ANDREWS
CHRISTMAS PARTY FOR KIDS, NIFTY,
DIGGEUR, 11 AM AT THE BOYS AND GIRLS
CLUB ON DYNES ROAD
DECEMBER 16: KIDS CHRISTMAS PARTY
AT 10 AM AT THE EGYPT SHRINE CENTRE,
TIN CUP
DECEMBER 18: SANTA, DIGGEUR, 10:30 AM
AT THE RIDEAU CLUB (HUE WILLIAMS
SPONSOR)

SHRINERS HOSPITALS FOR CHILDREN
– CANADA
2018 has been an exceptional year for Shriners
Hospital for Children –Canada. This report is
designed to provide an overview of our objectives
and successes this year.
Strategic Objectives
The Board of Governors’ have established three
primary strategic objectives;
Healthcare involves the delivery of exceptional
care to an increasing number of children that require
more complex treatments. Collaboration not
competition will be the key. We need to reach out to
those regions of Canada that do not have access to
the pediatric speciality care that we provide.
Education is an essential activity of our hospital.
On average SHC Canada participates in the training
of approximately 80 resident doctors and 200
nursing students annually. As well the research
program provides training opportunities for many
researchers.
Research both primary research and clinical are
essential components of our overall program. The
goal is to undertake pure research and then translate
it to patient care. SHC-Canada currently has 13
principle investigators working on a wide range of
initiatives funded by Shriners International and
private and government sector contributions.

Funding Announcement Government of Quebec
Shriners Hospitals for Children– Canada has
reached a new funding agreement with the Quebec
Government. The $23.9 million dollars annually,
supports the care costs for children of Quebec, an
annual increase of $17 million. Funding for patients
from other provinces through transfer payments
remains in place and unchanged. The Government
of Quebec’s increased financial support, in the
amount of $23.9 million annually will help us
continue to provide top-level orthopedic care to the
children.
Shriners Hospitals for Children continues to cover
all building, equipment, medical and administrative
staffing, research, teaching, school, Child Life and
Social Services expenses. The new funding program
will significantly reduce SHC-Canada draw on the
Shrine endowment fund.
Increasing Patient Care
SHC-Canada is growing and our patient load has
been increasing since the opening of the new
hospital in 2015. This year we expect to treat over
25,000 patients and our target for new referrals is
4725 for 2018.
The following statistics provide an overview of our
growth in service during the period 2013 to 2017;
Ambulatory care visits increased by 24%, referrals
increased by 14% and surgeries by 12%. This
makes SHC- Canada the third busiest facilities in
the Shrine Healthcare system.
Centers of Excellence
SHC- Canada is working to develop three centers of
excellence. These are;
1. Osteogenesis Imperfecta (OI) or brittle bone
disease. SHC-Canada is currently the world
leader in research and treatment of OI.
2. Arthrogryposis which is curving of joints in
the body and limb and,
3. Bone deformities.
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The Center of Excellence approach provides the
opportunity to communicate our expertise to other
paediatric healthcare providers as well as to
improve treatments.
HOSPITAL SEMINAR – 2018
This year SHC-Canada conducted it 37th Hospital
seminar which are presented to provide information
to Temples Nobles and Ladies regarding the
services that we provide to Children. This year’s
seminar was a huge success and was well attended
by Tunis Nobles and their Ladies.
CUT THE BULL
Children with physical difficulties are more likely
to be bullied than other children. Shriners Hospitals
have created an anti-bulling program called “Cut
the Bull”. We have a number of patient
ambassadors that make presentations to schools.
Since 2016 we have made presentations to over
9500 students. We have recently introduced the
programs to schools on eastern Ontario thanks to
the efforts of the Brockville Shrine Club. If you
know of schools that may be interested in these
presentations please contact the Temple.
TUNIS FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
Tunis provides a high level of funding for both
research and patient care. In 2018 Tunis has
provided funds for a new research bone density
scanner which will provide important opportunities
to improve our research efforts in bone
development and repair. SHC-Canada makes a
significant contribution to a project that monitors
the pain experienced by our patients the objective is
to find strategies and procedures that can reduce
pain. Tunis contributed $50K to this project in
2018. We also sponsor the “Tunis Seminar Series”
which is designed to provide educational
opportunities for residents and researchers in SHCCanada, McGill, the Montreal Childrens Hospital
and other partner institutions. This involves the use
of guest lecturers who provide specialized training
for students.
We have a tremendous hospital with an amazing
staff that works very hard helping to improve the
lives of some very challenged special children.
Your support will help us continue to make a
difference in the lives of these children.

On behalf of the Board of Governors and staff of
Shriners Hospital for Children-Canada we wish you
and yours a Merry Christmas and a Happy and
Prosperous New Year.
Fraternally,
Your Hospital Board Representatives:
Ill Sir Peter Rippstein

Ill Sir Lionel Rowe

REFLECTIONS BY NOBLE DOUG HONE
A personal commentary on what it means to be a
Shriner!
Who are those men in the funny hats?
An
utterance often heard! What do they do?
Well not so long ago I thought I could answer that
question – I thought I knew what being a Shriner
meant to me. I understood the organizational
structure, its goals and values, its philanthropic
endeavours. It wasn’t until Isabella Rose, an
International Patient Ambassador for Shriners
Hospitals, spoke at a reception in my city recently,
did I realize my perception was blurred.
My role in the Shrine seemed fairly
straightforward: help raise monies for the Hospitals
and work within my Club and Temple to engage in
various activities that promote our cause. And while
these things are important and true, what was
missing from these “doing” activities was the
passion generated from completely understanding
one’s impact on the outcomes. Bella changed all
that for me.
She challenged all present to look inward, to not
take ourselves for granted, to realize we change
lives!
Now it might seem surprising that after all my years
of seeing the work that Shriners do that it took a 15yr. old former patient to give it meaning. Many of
us can get caught up in the doing and lose track of
the “Why?” “You are angels!!! “Bella stated
emphatically. “How can that be?” I thought – I
was merely carrying out the cause I committed to
upon joining. Then it hit me - a GBO moment - a
glimpse of the blindingly obvious!
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I had been looking at my role from my point of
view not the patients’, but when you turn that
around and consider our work from their eyes it
gives a much deeper meaning, a power, if you wish,
to our labours. Some may argue that we have
always done it “for the kids” and that is true, but did
you ever really stop to think what the kids thought?
Did you ever ask a patient what it meant to have
despair replaced by the Hope of the Hospital
opportunity? Bella gave us those answers!
So now when I look at the efforts of the Temple and
more particularly my own Brockville and District
Shrine Club, I see the calendar sales, the Burn
Awareness and Bullying Campaigns, the
community outreach activities, Street Fairs, the
Coffee Club, Parade participation, the August
Ceremonial not just as other activities but rather the
wings that make us the Angels that Bella
referenced.

UP-COMING SHRINE EVENTS
January to March 2019
Jan. 5th - Installation of Officers
Jan. 19th - Club & Unit Orientation
Seminar
Feb. 9th - Valentines Charity Ball
Centurion Centre, Ottawa
Feb. 16th - Annual Finance & Budget
Meeting

Perception is a process of organizing and
interpreting sensory impressions to give meaning to
our environment. So let us embrace Bella’s advice
and not take ourselves and, by extension, our work
for granted any longer - be in control of what we
see we are doing - give it meaning. For example and
in conclusion, consider Princeton psychologist
Hadley Cantril’s sports metaphor about perception:

Mar. 8th - 10th
- NSA Midwinter, NFLD.

First Umpire: “Some’s balls and some’s strikes and
I calls ‘em as they is.”

Please note that when submitting articles for future
newsletters, please ensure the following:
• The article is created in WORD
• The Font is in New Times Roman
• The Font Size is 12

Second Umpire: “Some’s balls and some’s strikes
and I calls ‘em as I sees ‘em .”
Third Umpire: “Some’s balls and some’s strikes but
they ain’t nothin‘ ‘til I calls ‘em.”

Mar. 9th - Hillbilly Wine & Cheese
Future Newsletters

Please submit any articles, pictures
etc. for publication in future
newsletters directly to Barbara
Seabright, Administrative
Assistant/Editor, by mail to 2140
Walkley Rd., Ottawa, ON., K1G
3V3 or by email to
admin@tunis179.org

16

