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POTENTATE’S MESSAGE
A recent highlight for me was to travel to the
Boston Shrine Hospital with our Board
Representative, Ills Sir Perry McConnell. My
first time there and something I will never
forget. After a private tour of the Hospital in the
early morning during which I met several
patients in varying degrees of recovery it
became very apparent to me that this Hospital is
one of which all Shriners should be most proud.
Those patients need us and the care our Hospital
gives and when a child looks at you with so
much thanks in their eyes it becomes very clear
what must continue. Right after the tour, I was
invited to attend the Facilities Management
Committee Meeting due to my previous
employment
experience
in
facilities
management at Novelis in Kingston.
Hello Nobles. Here we are at the beginning of
summer and with a full slate of upcoming
activities and events it sure looks like it will be
busy. We thought that the first 3 months of
2018 were busy and they seem to have gone by
in a flash. Well, the summer months might even
be faster!
“TEAM 2018” is doing a fine job so far this
year and I feel blessed to have such capable and
talented Nobles, which have Tunis in their
hearts, working to make it better.

Seems things are the same more or less
everywhere with lots of things to do without
much money to do it! After lunch I attended the
Board of Directors meeting and presented the
Hospital with a cheque for 5K U.S. from Tunis
as a pledge of our continued support. Having
met the Chairman of the Board, Robert Baker,
previously at last year’s NSA presentation, I
was warmly received and given the opportunity
to say a few words. That honour afforded me
the opportunity to offer to prepare and circulate
a proposed resolution to the 26 Temples that
Support the Boston Hospital. This resolution, if
adopted by each Temple shows continued
support of the Boston Shrine Hospital and
would allow our hospital to enter into an
agreement with the Massachusetts General
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Hospital to ensure financial stability in the long
term operations of our Hospital. This need was
identified by others at that meeting and I choose
to act on it at that time to further demonstrate
that Tunis Shriners are indeed leaders and
motivators in Shriners International.
I extend my gratitude to Illustrious Sir Perry
McConnell for being our Boston Shrine
Hospital rep and for being so dedicated to our
children.

Nobles, the above seal has been awarded to
Tunis Shriners # 179, due to their outstanding
membership increase in 2017. Shriners
International provides this recognition to be
used on all correspondence, promotional
materials and media presentations and I would
encourage you to do so. Congratulations to the
2017 Ills. Potentate Dave Wood, the Tunis
Membership Chairman of 2017, Ills Sir Peter
Rippstein, the Smart team, and the entire Tunis
membership for an outstanding job.

As your Potentate, I had the honour of receiving
on your behalf the Imperial Potentate’s medal,
awarded to Tunis Shriners No. 179 at the recent
Legion of Honour weekend.
Imperial Sir Gary Bergenske, in his remarks at
the banquet, stated that Tunis Shriners enjoyed
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a membership gain in 2017 of over 10 percent,
making them a leader amongst all the Shrine
Temples in North America. These medals are
presented rarely each year by the Imperial
Potentate (less than a handful) and the entire
Tunis family should be very proud to receive
such recognition.
I have mounted this medal in the lobby of our
office space at the Temple for all to enjoy.
When you see it, please remember all of those
who helped to make this happen.

2018 SUMMER CEREMONIAL
Coming up fast Nobles, is the Summer
Ceremonial in Brockville. Please make it a
priority to come along and enjoy the Friday
night Hillbilly Hoedown, the Saturday
Ceremonial and the Saturday night Banquet. All
should have received the registration forms and
please note the registration cut off deadline. We
need to make proper plans so register early if
you can. You won’t be disappointed.
Illustrious Sir
Gary Tristram

Potentate, 2018

The I AM R U program of referrals is alive and
well within Tunis. Please get on this program in
Shriner’s Village and refer a Mason that you
think will make a good Noble. I as Your
Potentate have submitted 35 names of Masons
to date and re-iterate the challenge for any
Noble in Tunis to surpass this number. If done,
that Noble will receive a suitable prize for
outstanding membership recognition. Look
around your Lodge Brethren for that is where
you will see men who would make great
Shriners.
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HILLBILLIES
This year’s annual “Chow Down” was a great
success. As usual it was held at the Clan’s
meeting place just behind the Cavanagh’s cabin
on Breezy Heights. We initiated 14 Paws and
10 Maws. One of this year’s illustrious bunch
was our Potentate while others by the name of
Jim and Laura Smith came all the way from
Huntington Vermont.
It did rain a little but
not enough to spoil the day as the “Moonshine’
helped waterproof us. The B.B.Q was delicious
and every Cuzzin seem to enjoy themselves and
everyone. Our next big show is the parade at
Packenham on June 30th and the parades at
Merrickville and Kemptville on July 1st Hope
to see you there.

Ill. Sir Gary receives his Hillbilly Degree

Bob & Kathryn Schrader receive their Hillbilly
Degree

Ill. Sir Gary Tristram – Caught with his pants
down!

Richard Loomes & Andree Riffou receive their
Hillbilly Degree.

The whole Clan
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ORIENTAL BAND

Grab the sun screen summer is here! That’s
right after the winter we had, it looks like
we’re in for a hot summer! Be assured your
Oriental Band is doing its best to add to
global warming by learning some smoking
hot new tunes!
With the drums all tightened up and the
musette’s sparkling, our rehearsals are well
underway for the Ceremonial in Brockville
(August 10 and 11), the Band is looking
forward to being there to usher in a number
of new Shriners.
We would like to give a tip of the Fez to
Noble Abe Garcia and the gang at the
Ottawa Masonic Centre for organizing the
June 3rd open house. It was our pleasure to
be on hand and join the Hillbilly’s, the Air
Force and the Brockville Shrine Club that
day. We managed to fill the Scottish Rite
room with music most melodious to the
ear!!!!! We also got a chance to play a
couple of tunes for our Imperial Potentate,
Imp Sir Gary Bergenske and Lady Anne as
they took time to stop by after being part of
the Legion of Honour wreath laying the day
before.

Nobles by the time you read this Noble Jim
Bowman will have been installed in the
chair of King Solomon in Russell Lodge we
wish him all the best for a great year.
We still have lot of room for budding
musicians! So if you would like to give the
band a try, you’re welcome to come out to
one or two of our rehearsals and sit in with
us, to see if it is your cup of tea. We practice
at the Carp Masonic Hall on Carp road,
please contact our Secretary Noble Barry
Burchill burchillddgm2006@hotmail.com
for a list of the upcoming dates. Should you
decide to become a member our dues are
$25.00 a year and we supply the costume,
with the exception of the shoes, but at the
moment we have about 10 pairs in stock.
We ramp up our rehearsals the closer it gets
to the Ceremonial (this year its August 10
and 11), as we want to be at our best to
compliment the Ceremonial Cast and
impress the new Shiners! We try to have 2
or 3 social functions during the year, we
don’t parade so if you’re in a parade unit
already, playing in the band won’t interfere
with that! We especially are looking for a
couple cymbal/gong players, we also have
lots of shakers or tambourines, or we can
use a Hajji (don’t worry we’ll explain what a
Hajji is that when you come out!)
Well Nobles that’s about it from our little
oasis in the Tunis desert! Your band is all
about having fun, helping kids and playing
“the sweetest music this side of paradise”.
Noble Barry Burchill, Secretary
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MEMBERSHIP

We have tentatively scheduled the next Meet
and Greet for Wednesday July 25th which will
be the last opportunity prior to the Ceremonial.
We had some good feedback from people and
we learned a few things from this first event
that we will improve for the next one.
Special thanks go to:
•
•

The 1st Meet and Greet was held on Monday,
June 25th. It should be considered a success as
we had around 45 people out with a good mix
of Shriners (new and old), Ladies, Masons and
non-Masons.

•
•
•

•

All those who came out and represented
the Temple, Divan, Club or Unit
Those who spread the word and invited
others to come out
The 4 Klowns who came out in face led
by Tin Cup
Ill. Sir Perry for setting up the room
Nobles Wayne K, Wayne L, Fred, Sam,
Moe (non-Mason) and others for helping
to clean up
Nobles Bob and Abe for arranging and
manning the BBQ.

All in all, events like this are a great way to
engage with the membership.
YITF
There were no formal presentations but we had
excellent representation from a number of units
& clubs (e.g., Klowns, LOH, Hillbillies, Band,
CSC,) who were mingling and explaining about
their unit. A few people expressed interest in
joining them. The drop-in format seemed to
work well as some people came at the start and
stayed while others popped in for an hour and
then left to other obligations.

Richard
Noble Richard Loomes

As we expected, no one took overly advantage
of the “complimentary” nature of the drinks and
snacks. We are well prepared for the next one in
terms of supplies.
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BROCKVILLE & DISTRICT S.C.

CAPITAL SHRINE CLUB

#Cut the Bull

A great night of fellowship was had by all at the
monthly dinner meeting of the Tunis Capital
Shrine Club on June 18. About 40+ Nobles and
spouses enjoyed gourmet burgers at the ‘Prime
Burger’ joint at Fisher and Baseline.
Noble Eric Owen, our President, guided us
through the business portion of the meeting,
which included the election of Noble Wayne
Keech as Treasurer. Wayne will carry on the
fine work of our past Treasurer, Winston
MacDonald.

Shriners Hospitals for Children have initiated
an Anti-Bullying campaign aimed at elementary
and high school students.

Past Potentates John Guinn, John Hawkins and
Lionel Rowe attended as well as several
members of the current Divan, including
Richard Loomes and Chris Wanna. Our
Potentate’s representative for the evening was
Noble Richard Loomes.

The Brockville and District Shrine Club
recently supported two versions of this
campaign. One in English and one in French.
Front of Yonge Elementary in Mallorytown and
Ange-Gabriel in Brockville hosted presenters
from the Shrine Hospital in Montreal on June
8th.

Noble John Searle and Darlyne were present
and John is looking “chipper” after a painful
fracture of 5 ribs a few months ago. Best wishes
for continued progress.

Some 225 students from Gr. 3 - 6 and 20 staff
were taken on a powerful journey by Jeffrey, a
former hospital patient and bullying victim and
Caroline Phaneuf, Shrine Communications and
Marketing rep.

Noble Wayne Keech presented some very
positive info on our new Shriners Hospital
Canada (SHC). He and Linda attended the 37th
Canadian Hospital Seminar recently. Here are
some of the hi-lights:

Research shows that individuals with
disabilities are two to three times more likely to
experience bullying so this is just another way
that Shriners can assist our patients and educate
the general public.

- Carter Brown, a Brittle Bone Disease patient
from Saskatchewan, spoke about a new
Osteogenesis Imperfecta support kit for OI
patients,

More details of Jeffrey's amazing story can be
found in the full article accompanying this
newsletter.

- In 2017, our SHC had 21,054 Ambulatory
Care visits (up 24% from 2013)
- 5539 new referrals to SHC (up 14% from
2013)
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- 15,287 Hours of Rehabilitation (up 61% from
2013)
- 1073 surgeries (up 12% from 2013)
- An average of 80 medical residents/fellows
trained annually
- An average of 200 nurses trained annually.
Obviously, our new SHC is well utilized and
very EFFICIENT in its 3 objectives of
PATIENT
CARE,
RESEARCH
and
EDUCATION.

John Searle

Wayne
also
talked
about
possible
reorganization/consolidation of the Shrine
network of 22 Shriners hospitals to reduce
overhead and increase efficiency. The current
projected deficit for 2018 for the network of 22
hospitals is $US 160 M; the projected deficit for
2020 is $US 300 M. Such deficits are covered
by the interest and dividends from our
endowment fund of about $US 8 B, but this is
not a sustainable strategy.
Wayne and Linda encourage all of us to attend
the next SHC seminar to learn first-hand, the
wonderful work being done with our support.

Linda Keech & Rhonna Levere

Wayne Keech, Chris Wanna & Denise Wanna

President Eric Owen and his wife Audrey &
Adam Thompson
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LEGION OF HONOUR

Imperial Sir Gary Bergenske, Illustrious Sir
Gary Tristram
Tunis Legion of Honour Colour Guard
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier
June 2, 2018

“Such a wonderful weekend” was the
resounding response of so many Tunis Shriners,
guests, ladies and our Imperial Sir. As your
Potentate, I could not have been more proud to
host our Imperial Sir and First Lady Anne on
that weekend. The Tunis Legion of Honour
members led by Noble Commander Ken Snider
performed the solemn ceremony touching the
hearts of all under a beautiful sky with the
utmost decorum and dignity befitting the event.
The preceding Friday night Meet & Greet with
our Imperial Sir Gary Bergenske, First Lady
Anne and the International Legion of Honour
Commander, Illustrious Sir Ray Combs And
Lady Pat was also a wonderful opportunity to
get to know one another and I must say,
Imperial Sir Gary and First Lady Anne are one
of the nicest couples Sharron and I have met
during our Shrine years.
Ill. Sir Gary Tristram

The LOH hosted a very successful Canadian
Wreath Laying Ceremony on June 2, 2018 at
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. The
ceremony was led by Imperial Potentate Gary
Bergenske, Tunis Potentate Gary Tristram and
IALOH
Commander
Ray
Combs.
Approximately 45 Shriners attended the
ceremony. At the banquet IALOH Commander
Ray Combs presented Commander Ken Snider
with a Distinguished Service Award.

On July 21 Noble Colin Abbott and Lady
Brenda will be hosting a bar-b-q for LOH
members.
This year the LOH will be attending parades,
the Tunis Ceremonial in Brockville, the NSA in
Rutland, Vermont and the American Wreath
Laying Ceremony in Arlington, Virginia.
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Due to unforeseen circumstances Noble Ewart
Thornhill has stepped down as Adjutant and
Treasurer. On behalf of the LOH I would like to
thank Noble Ewart for his many years of service
on the LOH executive. Noble Don Mahar has
been appointed Adjutant and the LOH executive
is working on appointing a new Treasurer.
Have a safe summer.
Noble Fred Haggart
DOORS OPEN EVENT AT THE MASONIC
CENTRE

I would like to report that the Tunis Shriners
Open House (part of the Doors Open Ottawa)
event was a success. There were 100 people
who came to visit on Sunday of which 70 were
non-masons. There were another 110 people
who visited on Saturday of which 98 were nonmasons.

The Tunis Shriners Open House took part in
Doors Open Ottawa weekend Saturday/Sunday
June 2nd. & 3rd. 2018 at the Masonic Centre
2140 Walkley Rd.
Ottawa ON. This gave the Masons and
concordant bodies the opportunity to showcase
their building, parade units and promote the
fraternity and well known philanthropy.
Tunis Shriner's Brockville & Dist. Shrine Club
was proudly on hand displaying their parade
toys which are often seen at various functions.
Noble Paul Perkins

L to R. - John Bowen-Pal Perkins-Richard
Douglass and Brian Valley.

The people really enjoyed seeing the building
and having a BBQ on Sunday, June 3rd. But
most of all they loved the melodious music this
side of heaven performed by our own Oriental
Band and led by Noble Barry Burchill.
Noble Abe Garcia
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• Another incident was another Brother
who is now a Noble was at a ‘Yard Sale’
at the home of a Noble who had passed
away. While walking by a pile of
garbage, he spotted Shrine jackets and a
Fez. He retrieved them.
The question I ask is do you want your Regalia
to be the next story? I think not.

President Pal Perkins looking on at the Club's
parade float in tow with Riverside Chev. Buick
Dealership's truck at Shriners

WHERE WILL YOUR REGALIA GO?
I write this out of concern about stories that I
have heard and situations that I have witnessed
first-hand.
• Recently, a Noble came in with a Fez
that he saw at an auction. Luckily he
bought it.

I urge each of you to leave notes with each
piece of your regalia, clearly indicating who
should be contacted to ensure that it is handled
properly. Tell your Executors as well.
You may also want to attach a note to your Will
about who to contact when you pass away. It is
heartbreaking when we hear that a Brother had
passed away, in some cases years before, and
we were not informed.
I hope that you will take heed to this.
Fraternally,
Dennis M. Saikaley P.P.

• A number of years ago, I was made
aware of two fezzes at the Salvation
Army Goodwill Store that would be
auctioned a couple of weeks later.
Luckily, one of our Nobles was able to
go that day and buy them, bidding
against an individual who had no
connections to the Fraternity. The fezzes
belonged to a prominent Mason who was
a Grand Lodge Officer. I shudder to
think what may have happened to his
Masonic Regalia.
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UP-COMING SHRINE EVENTS
July to October 2017
July 6th
Wayne McGarvey Memorial Golf Tournament
Smiths Falls Golf Club
July 15th -19th
Imperial Sessions, Daytona Beach, Florida

Please submit any articles, pictures
etc. for publication in future
newsletters to Barb Seabright,
Administrative Assistant, Editor, by
mail to 2140 Walkley Rd., Ottawa,
ON., K1G 3V3 or by email to
admin@tunis179.org

August 10th – 12th
Tunis Ceremonial & Visitation
August 28th
Tunis Golf Tournament
Canadian Golf and Country Club, Stittsville
September 13th – 15th
NSA Fall Field Days, Rutland, Vermont
September 26th – 27th
Shriners Marketing & Communications
Conference (Formerly PR Seminar)
HQ, Tampa
September 29th
Hillbilly Ball, Carp Agricultural Hall
October 4th – 6th
Membership Seminar – HQ, Tampa
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